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 “Every community today needs leaders who can develop systems of care including 

home visiting, respite, counseling, stress management and access to the most effective 

caregiver supports, and they have to do this with significant limits on available funds; that 

is the focus of our training and leadership development,” added Birkel.  

 The number of individuals in our society requiring personal assistance due to ill 

health, chronic conditions and disabilities is at an historic level and growing.  However, the 

number of individuals in our society available and trained to provide this assistance 

(caregivers) has not kept pace with the need.  

 Georgia Southwestern State University hopes to educate a group of individuals who 

have the skills and knowledge to address the growing crisis in the workforce and offer 

students a unique leadership program not available at other universities. The initial group 

of students the Caregiving Specialist Certificate Program for the 2007-08 school year 

includes four freshman and four upper-class students in Psychology, Nursing, Education 

and pre-Medicine. Classes begin August 14.   
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