
How to Sign Up and Participate in Psychology Experiments

1. Go to the web site hƩp  s  ://gsw.sona-systems.com  . It looks like the following screenshot.

2. Click on the “Request   A  ccount  ” link (see the red square above). 

3. Enter your personal informaƟon on the “Request an Account” page, such as your first and 
last name. 

4. Register with an email address that you use frequently, such as a personal email address. This
informaƟon is criƟcal because the login informaƟon will be sent to this email address.

Important: It must be an email address that you use on a regular basis. This email 
address will be used to send important informaƟon, such as the login informaƟon and 
appointment reminders. The address does not need to be your student email address. 

Important: Make sure that you enter your email address correctly when you register. 
Student email addresses should have radar.gsw.edu to the right of the @ symbol. An 
example would be jdoe3@radar.gsw.edu. Examples of incorrect student email 
addresses are radar.com or radar.edu. SONA will not be able to send your login 
informaƟon if you register with an incorrect email address. 

5. The SONA registraƟon will also ask you to select the course that you are enrolled in. The 
parƟcipaƟon credit informaƟon will be sent to the professor of this course at the end of the 
semester. 

Important: Select the correct class. You might not receive credit if you select the wrong 
class.  Don’t select classes that you are not enrolled in. 

Important: Select only one course for credit if there are two or more courses that are 



eligible for credit. Decide which course is the most important for receiving credit. If you 
feel that credit for two or more courses is jusƟfied, discuss the situaƟon with your 
professor. 

6. Click the “Request Account” buƩon at the boƩom of the page. Your user name informaƟon 
and an automaƟcally generated password will be sent to your email address. 

7. Check your email for the log in informaƟon. Be paƟent because the email from SONA with 
the log in informaƟon might take a few minutes to arrive.

8. Go back to the SONA web site at hƩp  s  ://gsw.sona-systems.com  . Log in with your new SONA 
user name and password.

9. Click on the “view available studies” buƩon.  

10. SONA will list all of the available research projects under the “Study sign-up” link. Clicking 
on this link will bring up a screen that looks something like this:



11. Select a study that you want to parƟcipate in by clicking on the “Ɵmeslots available” buƩon.
Once you find a Ɵme that works for you, click on the “Sign Up” buƩon.

12. AŌer registraƟon, SONA will provide specific informaƟon about how to parƟcipate in the 
survey or experiment.

• Online surveys or experiments: A web link will be given for parƟcipaƟng in an online 
survey. SONA might call this a “Ɵme slot” or “appointment”, but it is more accurately 
understood as a deadline for compleƟng an online study. 

• Laboratory-based experiments: The experiment informaƟon will include the tesƟng 
room. These will typically be located on the second floor of Health and Human Sciences 
#2 (someƟmes called Carter 2 or the Psychology/Sociology Building). The psychology 
tesƟng rooms are located in between the offices of some faculty members. 

13. The SONA system will send you a reminder via email the day before your appointment. 
These messages are usually sent a few minutes aŌer 5:00pm eastern Ɵme.

If you need to cancel, you can log into SONA and cancel up unƟl 5:00pm of the day 
before the experiment.

The sign-up availability for laboratory-based experiments usually closes at 5:00pm the 
day before the experiment. This sign-up deadline helps the experimenters plan for their 
upcoming appointments. 

14. AŌer the experiment, the SONA web site can provide informaƟon about whether or not 
you’ve received credit for parƟcipaƟon. An email will be sent that confirms the credit. It might 
take a few days if the credit must be manually entered into the system by the experimenter.  

If you have problems, please contact the SONA administrator (Gary Fisk) by email at 
gary.fisk@gsw.edu. 


