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Relationships are key!

• The relationships you have built at GSW with faculty, staff, friends, 
and with others in the surrounding community will be a valuable tool 
as you continue to network and build connections throughout your 
career. 
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Benefits of doing an internship

Determine whether 
a field is right (or 
not right) for you

Can give you an 
edge in finding a 

job after graduation

Looks good on your 
graduate school or 

job applications

Earn course credit
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Sample internship experiences

Leading group 
activities at an 

after-school 
program

Writing web 
content

Assisting with 
maintenance of 

records

Conducting 
assessments

“Shadowing” 
employees

Sitting in on 
meetings

Compiling 
information to 

write brochures
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Setting up an internship

FIELD OF STUDY LOCATION APPLICATION PROCESS
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Finding an internship

• Work with advisor or 
internship/field experience 
supervisor from your area

• Contact Office of Experiential 
Learning

• Online resources, such as LinkedIn 
or Handshake
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When should I do an internship?

Junior or senior year 

(partly depends on major)

Fall, summer, or spring
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Highlighting your experience

Resumes Interviews
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Resume Example



Professional Representation

• Dress

• Cell phone use/voicemail 

• Email 

• Online Reputation & Social Media



Develop an 
online presence



Develop an Online Presence

• Up to 80% of employers will do an online search of their employees. 

• Here are some places to establish an online presence:
• E-Portfolios

• Social media pages

• Linked In

• Handshake

• GSW Merit Pages

• Keep your Alumni Association account updated



E-Portfolios

Include 

Papers
Active learning 

experiences
Reflective writings Resume

E-portfolios showcase students’ skills, experiences, and learning with 
artifacts and reflective writing for a specific audience (e.g., employer)



Why E-
Portfolios?

Showcase your work online

• Education

• Experience

• Course projects and papers

Set yourself apart from others

Website design is a valued skill

Some examples: Auburn University

http://auburn.edu/academic/provost/university-writing/eportfolio-project/


E-Portfolios

• Auburn University

E-portfolio examples:

• Google Sites (has great set of resources 
for building e-portfolios, including 
benefits and a step-by-step guide)

• Foliospaces

• Wix

• Weebly

E-Portfolio Builders:

http://auburn.edu/academic/provost/university-writing/eportfolio-project/
https://sites.google.com/site/resourcecentereportfolio/
https://sites.google.com/site/resourcecentereportfolio/builde
https://www.foliospaces.org/
https://www.wix.com/freesitebuilder/hiker-create?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=195454540%5e10375167220&experiment_id=wix%5ee%5e48420852700%5e&gclid=CjwKCAjwhaaKBhBcEiwA8acsHNtC5iNIF921lk_yICRFyvPoYSSt4Cvcel9iCFp4rTDRCatlh0QdCRoCHkQQAvD_BwE
https://www.weebly.com/


https://www.linkedin.com/


Linked In

• Go to https://www.linkedin.com/

• Create a Linked In profile

• Benefits of linked in:
• Find jobs

• Network with others

• Showcase skills and experience

https://www.linkedin.com/


https://joinhandshake.com/


Merit Pages



Network, network, network….
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Networking with Others

• Student 
organizations

• Classmates

• Faculty and staff

• Alumni
• Campus and off-

campus employers

• Conferences



• The Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP) program assists universities 
and colleges in their efforts to significantly increase the numbers of minority students 
matriculating into and successfully completing high quality degree programs in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) disciplines.

• At GSW, these include Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science and Mathematics.

• Successful applicants receive a stipend and the opportunity 

*

➢Financial Support in the form of a Stipend
➢Support for Undergraduate Research Experiences
➢Support for Travel
➢Academic and Advisory support
➢Mentoring

To apply, go to: https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/lsamp/ 



Connect with Others 
(especially those who are 

different than you)



STUDY ABROAD

https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/study-abroad/locations


Benefits
• Network with others 

globally

• Expand worldview

• Enhance career 
opportunities

• Discover new things 
about your own culture

• Develop life skills

• Higher GPA

• GSW Alumni 
Association hosts 
international trips, too!



Travel internationally 

• Benefits of International Travel
• Network with others globally

• Expand worldview

• Enhance career opportunities

• Discover new things about your 
own culture

• Develop life skills

• GSW Alumni Association hosts 
international trips



MAY 16-31, 2022-
STUDY ABROAD TRIP 
TO NEPAL

• Experience the Himalayan 
Mountains

• Visit UNESCO heritage sites, 
including birthplace of Buddha

• Learn about cultures of Nepal

• Adventure safari in the 
Nepalese rainforest

• Make a difference by helping 
rebuild a local school



Summer 2023 
programs

• USG Goes Global 
(Europe):
• Edinburgh, Scotland
• Germany 
• London, England
• Madrid, Spain
• Paris, France
• Porto, Portugal
• Waterford, Ireland

https://usg-goes-global.via-trm.com/visitor/programs/7078
https://www.usg.edu/international_education/usg_goes_global


Get out there!

• Volunteer, get involved with your community
• Great way to meet people, build connections, while making a difference

• Attend professional conferences
• Many free or local conferences in state, region, or online

• Stay in touch with faculty and staff after graduation
• They can write letters of recommendation

• May be able to provide you with job or graduate school connections or leads

• Become an active alumni through the GSW Alumni 
Association!



Volunteer with different populations 

• Volunteering is a great way to
• Build skills

• Meet others

• Make a difference

• Volunteer Match is a good place to start 
(https://www.volunteermatch.org/)



GSW Alumni Association

https://www.gsw.edu/alumni/
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What 
questions 
do you 
have?



Connect with us!

• Office of Experiential Learning Webpage
• Study Abroad

• Service-Learning

• Internships 

• Student Research

• Windows to the World

Georgia Southwestern 
State University Office of 
Experiential Learning

gsw_experientiallearning

Follow us! 

https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/
https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/study-abroad/
https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/service
https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/internships/
https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/undergrad-symposium
https://www.gsw.edu/academic-resources/experiential-learning/w2w

